
Suggested Summer Reading 

6th Grade Reading Choices 

                   You can choose to read one of the following novels  

The War That Saved My Life by: Kimberly Brubaker Bradley  

This is an exceptionally moving story of triumph against all odds set during World War II. Ten-year-old 
Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by Ada’s twisted foot to let 
her outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t 
waste a minute—she sneaks out to join him. So begins a new adventure for Ada, and for Susan Smith, 
the woman who is forced to take the two kids in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, 
and watches for German spies, she begins to trust Susan—and Susan begins to love Ada and Jamie. But 
in the end, will their bond be enough to hold them together through wartime? Or will Ada and her 
brother fall back into the cruel hands of their mother?  

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by: Jordan Sonnenblick  

Thirteen-year-old Steven has a totally normal life: he plays drums in the All-Star Jazz band, has a crush 
on the hottest girl in the school, and is constantly annoyed by his five-year-old brother, Jeffrey. But 
when Jeffrey is diagnosed with leukemia, Steven's world is turned upside down. He is forced to deal with 
his brother's illness and his parents' attempts to keep the family in one piece. Salted with humor and 
peppered with devastating realities, DRUMS, GIRLS, AND DANGEROUS PIE is a heartwarming journey 
through a year in the life of a family in crisis.  

Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick  

A brilliant, emotionally charged novel about two boys. One is a slow learner, too large for his age, and 
the other is a tiny, disabled genius. The two pair up to create one formidable human force known as 
“Freak the Mighty”. MAX. FREAK. BEST. FRIENDS. FOREVER. I never had a brain until Freak came 
along…That’s what Max thought. All his life he’d been called stupid. Dumb. Slow. It didn’t help that his 
body seemed to be growing faster than his mind. It didn’t help that people were afraid of him. So Max 
learned how to be alone. At least until Freak came along. Freak was weird, too. He had a little body, and 
a really big brain. Together Max and Freak were unstoppable. Together, they were Freak the Mighty. 

 

A book report in any multimedia format (examples; Canva, KeyNote, powerpoint, Prezi, PowToons) of 
the students choice may be turned in to their 6th grade ELAR teacher August 19th when we return to 
school for Extra Credit.  


